
The Foundation for Mohawk Valley Libraries 

November 13, 2020 1:30PM 

MVLS Office 

 

Trustees Present: Edward Asselin, Sally Rappa, Eric Trahan 

Trustees Virtual:  Doug McFadden, Carl Shepard 

Trustees Excused: William Leitch 

 

Board President Edward Asselin called the meeting to order at 1:32pm. 

A motion was made by Carl and seconded by Sally to receive the September 11, 
2020 minutes as written.  Ayes: all   Nays: none   Abstentions:  none 

A motion was made by Eric and seconded by Doug to accept the financial reports 
for September and October 2020.  Ayes: all   Nays: none   Abstentions:  none 

Committee Reports 

Executive Committee: No reports 

Nominating Committee: Ed asks if there is a point person, Eric said he did not 
know, but did know that Bill was going to ask Paul O’Brien from Schenectady 
about joining. Ed said he would pursue it. 

Old/Unfinished Business:  Eric says that the Annual Appeal is doing well.  The 
“Stay at Home and Read” is also doing well. He states the following that was done 
to promote this event.  

 Poster and bookmarks, “Stay at Home and Read”, were sent to member 
libraries. 

 Wade Abbott, MVLS’s community communication specialist posts the event 
on the MVLS Facebook page. 

 Cheryl Cufari posts the event on the Foundation Facebook page. 



 These types of promotions were working.  People were “clicking” on donate.  Ed 
is pleased and says that there is some measure of success and learning that this 
event is. 

New Business: 

2021 Budget:  Eric says it is a funny year to prepare a budget, due to the COVID-
19.  He suggests carrying over the 2020 budget into 2021.  Carl asks if the budget 
can be modified.  Eric says yes and Ed says it has been modified before. 

A motion was made by Eric that the 2020 Budget is carried over into 2021. Carl 
seconds the motion.  Ayes:  all   Nays: none   Abstentions: none  

Mohawk Tournament:   Ed asks if it should be scheduled early in the season or 
later.  Carl suggests having it in May because you may get a better price, but the 
course may be too wet to play on.  Ed asks if we continue to have it on Friday’s or 
on Monday’s.  All agree either day is okay.  Ed says he will get a slate of possible 
dates in 2021.   

Canajoharie Tournament:  The date for 2021 was set but no one remembered 
when it was.  Ed says he would find out. 

Winter Advocacy Grants:  Eric says that libraries have had issues because there 
were no spring budget votes, due to COVID-19. Carl asks if there is a time limit for 
applying for these grants.  Eric states yes there is. They would need to use up any 
money received in 2020 before applying for any in January 2021. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00pm.  The next meeting will be on February 12, 
2021 @1:30pm.   Ed will send updates between now and then. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sally Rappa 

2020-2021 Secretary 

 


