
The Foundation for Mohawk Valley Libraries 

July 10, 2020 1:30PM 

MVLS Office 

Trustees Present: Edward Asselin, Christina Knee, William Leitch, Sally Rappa, 
Carlton Shepard, Eric Trahan. 

Trustees Excused: Doug McFadden. 

Board President Edward Asselin called the meeting to order at 1:30. 

A motion was made by Carlton and seconded by Christina to receive the April 
minutes as written. Ayes: all Nays: none   Abstentions:  none 

A motion was made by Eric and seconded by Carlton to receive the June minutes 
as written.  Ayes: all  Nays: none  Abstentions: none 

A motion was made by Eric and seconded by Sally to accept the financial reports 
for April, May and June.  Ayes: all   Nays: none Abstentions:  none 

 

Committee Reports 

Executive Committee: No reports 

Nominating Committee: Barbara Madonna from Fulton County was asked, but 
declined to join the Board.  Ed said for now to leave the position open.  Bill 
suggested asking Jeff Newton, a retiree from GE.  He wasn’t sure what county he 
lived in, but would find out.  Ed asked would he still be qualified to be on the 
Board if he had worked but didn’t live in Schenectady County.   Eric checked the 
by-laws and said yes he could.   

Old/Unfinished Business: 

Mohawk Tournament:  A short discussion on social distancing and how it would 
affect the use of golf carts, and the use of the facility.   Ed will check in with them 
after the July 17th fundraising meeting and find out the cautions and limitations 
that would have to be taken for the September 25th tournament.    



Canajoharie Tournament:  Eric has had no contacts with them.  Ed was in contact 
with the general manager John Liu.   A date was made with him for next year’s 
tournament, Monday, July 26th.   Ed suggests maybe doing a non-tournament 
fundraiser there with the golfers without it being linked to a certain time.  All 
agreed. 

 

New Business: 

Summer Grants: No Summer Advocacy Grants. Dream and Do Grants: $500 for 
each library and $1000 for Schenectady. Between $5000 and $7500 will be 
distributed. 

 

Non-Event Fundraising:” Literary Gala at Home”.  Eric showed on the overhead 
what the Peekskill Library used.  Eric suggests this fundraiser be held either late 
October or early November instead of the summer months.  Ed suggests that a 
flyer for this event could be put in along with the annual appeal mailing. 

Christina said that some people do not use or have access to a computer.  She 
suggested to using ads in papers, have the Libraries post the Foundations events 
and have the local television station interview Eric.  Carlton suggests advertising 
on the local PBS television station.  Bill suggests that Facebook is a good way of 
advertising.  Ed suggests having a roster on how to approach the media. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:15.  Next meeting on September 11, 2020 
@1:30. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sally Rappa 

2020-2021 Secretary 

 

  

 


