
The Foundation for Mohawk Valley Libraries 
Board of Trustees Meeting 
February 15, 2019 
 
Trustees present: Ed Asselin, Carl Shepard, Christina Knee, Eric Trahan, William Leitch, Jane Borrelli 
Trustees excused: Cheryl Cufari, Marion Grimes 
 
Board President Ed Asselin called the meeting to order at 1:30.   
 
Upon motion by Bill, seconded by Eric, the minutes of the November 16, 2019 meeting were approved. 
Ayes: all; Nays: none. 
 
Upon motion by Eric, seconded by Bill, the financial reports for November and December 2018; and 
January 2019 were approved.  Ayes: all; Nays: none. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Nominating Committee: In the absence of Cheryl, Eric reported that one Board member each is needed 
from Fulton and Montgomery counties.  It was suggested that Bonnie Kerr be invited to come back to 
her seat on the Board. 
 
Eric suggested that we amend the Foundation by–laws to enable trustees who move and/or accept 
employment beyond the represented four county area to remain on the Board.   
Section d. now states:  
 

Trustees must reside or have a place of employment within the territory served by the Mohawk 
Valley Library System.  For the purposes of this section, “place of employment” shall mean the 
physical address of the trustee’s primary workplace.  
 

The proposed amendment will add:  
 

Trustees do not cease to be trustees if their residence or employment changes while they are 
serving as a trustee.  Such trustees may remain eligible for reelection to subsequent terms 
should the board so determine. 
 

As discussion was positive, the Foundation board will vote on the proposed change pending MVLS Board 
approval. 

 
Old Business 
 
Eric reported that the Year End Appeal yielded $4600, about $600 short of last year, but with more 
people contributing. 
 
The LT’s Fundraiser is ongoing, with the Foundation receiving 10% of dinner costs from patrons 
mentioning the Foundation or MVLS libraries.  The owner is willing to extend the donation time beyond 
the original February 5 - February 20 designation. 
 
 



New Business 
 
Mohawk Golf Tournament: Available members of the board will meet next Friday, February 22 at 1:30 
to prepare envelopes for a direct mailing soliciting sponsors, volunteers and golfers for the Mohawk 
Tournament. The tournament will take place on Friday, May 17 beginning at 8:30 a.m.  The cost -- $135 
per golfer – remains the same as last year. 
 
Canajoharie Tournament:  The tournament date is set for Monday, July 29, 2019 with an a.m. start. 
 
Advocacy Grants:  Several applications from libraries have been received.  Eric proposed $5,000 be 
allocated for the grants along with $2,500 left over from grant money in 2018 – making a total of 
$7,500. Grants are to be used for community engagement in important library concerns such as a 
budget vote.  Upon a motion from Eric, seconded by Christina, the total amount was approved. Ayes: all; 
Nays: none. The allocation will be brought before MVLS trustees for approval during its March meeting. 
 
Summer Dream and Do Grants:  As most libraries who apply use these grants to upgrade technology, 
Eric suggests informing libraries that the grants could contribute to the cost of wireless access licenses 
up for renewal this year. 
 
Next Meeting:  The Foundation Board will meet Friday, April 12, 2019 at 1:30. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 2:32. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jane Borrelli, secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c 
 
 
 


