
 

 The Foundation for Mohawk Valley Libraries  

Board of Trustees Meeting May 15, 2015  

 

 

The May 15, 2015 meeting of the Board of the Foundation for MVLS Libraries was called to order 

by President William Leitch at 1:35 pm. The following individuals were present: Bill Leitch, Jane 

Borrelli, Bonnie Kerr, Jon Finlan, Esther Swanker, Cheryl Cufari, Marian Grimes and Eric Trahan.  

 

Bill introduced Jon Finlan, a new board member from Schenectady County, elected at the recent 

MVLS Annual Meeting.   

 

Since Secretary Barbara Madonna was absent, Bonnie Kerr volunteered to take the minutes. 

 

Minutes of Previous Meeting  
On motion by Esther Swanker, seconded by Cheryl Cufari, the minutes of the March 13 meeting 

were approved.  Ayes: all; Nays: none; Abstentions: none.  

 

Financial Report  
Eric Trahan shared the Foundation’s financial reports for March and April 2015. Jon Finlan made a 

motion to accept the financial reports and warrants. Cheryl Cufari seconded. Ayes: all; Nays: none; 

Abstentions: none.  

 

Committee Reports  
Executive Committee – no meeting, no report  

Nominating Committee – Cheryl reported.  We continue to need trustees – one each – from Fulton, 

Montgomery and Schoharie counties.  A few prospects are in the works.  All trustees are encouraged 

to continue to think of potential new Foundation trustees.  

Finance Committee – Eric Trahan reviewed the financial procedures.  After discussion, the board 

suggested a change to the Finance Policies to require a sign-off on the bank reconciliation report by 

the Treasurer and Claims Auditor each month.  Eric will draft a policy amendment. 

Development & Community Relations Committee –  

1. 2015 Golf Tournament: Esther reported $10,000 in sponsorships has been raised to date.  

There will be a committee meeting at 1:30 on June 5 at the Mohawk Club, followed by 

volunteer training.  Volunteer assignments and prizes were discussed.   

 

2. Contributions: Eric distributed and reviewed the contributions report.   

 

Ad Hoc Policy Committee – The amendment to the By-laws to use a range instead of fixed number 

for the number of board seats was reviewed. This includes language to determine the number of 

MVLS board appointed seats versus the number elected by the member libraries. On motion by 

Esther Swanker, seconded by Jane Borrelli, the proposed amendment was approved.   Ayes: all; 

Nays: none; Abstentions: none. 

 

The Board Development Policy was also amended to change the language on the number of trustees 

from each county.  Motion: Esther Swanker; second: Bonnie Kerr.  Ayes: all; Nays: none; 

Abstentions: none. 

 



Old/Unfinished Business – The 2014 990 form has been submitted to the IRS.  

 

New Business –  

The annual meeting has been confirmed for Wednesday, June 10 at 6:00 PM in the McChesney 

Room at the Schenectady County Public Library.  Rebekkah Smith Aldrich will provide a talk on 

“Funding for Sustainable Libraries.”  The business meeting will be very brief, to include a few pro-

forma motions and the election of officers for 2015-2016.  The nominating committee will propose a 

slate of candidates.  The Foundation will provide food for the attendees.  Cheryl is coordinating the 

food, which will consist of wraps, salads, chips & cookies.  Bonnie will help with the plates, napkins, 

etc.  Board members will arrive early to get the room set up.   

 

After discussion, it was decided that board meetings for the coming year will remain on the second 

Friday of the month at 1:30.   

 

The board held a discussion about future fundraisers. Eric provided some information on 

SCRABBLE tournaments.   Trivia night events were also discussed.  The consensus is that the 

Foundation will hold a fall event that reaches a different market than the spring golf tournament.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:00.   

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Bonnie Kerr, Secretary pro-tem 


