
Foundation for Mohawk Valley Libraries 

Annual Meeting, June 10, 2015 – at the Schenectady Library McChesney Room 

 

Following a light supper, the business meeting of the Foundation was called to order by 

Board President William (Bill) Leitch.  Board members present were: Bill Leitch, Bonnie 

Kerr, Cheryl Cufari, Marian Grimes, Esther Swanker, Janet Sand, Barbara Madonna and 

Jane Borrelli. 

 

As this was the first annual meeting of the Foundation, there were no minutes to 

approve. 

 

Financial Report: 

 

Bill acknowledged that since 2014 was the inaugural year of the Foundation and IRS 

recognition was received in December 2014, there is little hard financial information to 

share.  Bank accounts were not set up until March 2015.  However, he suggested that 

those in attendance peruse the brief Foundation Annual Report and forward any 

questions to MVLS Director Eric Trahan.  Much more financial information will be 

reported at the 2016 annual meeting, including the major fundraising golf tournament 

event to be held June 15, 2015 at the Mohawk Golf Club. 

 

Business Meeting: 

 

Bill introduced the current Foundation Trustees and noted Eric Trahan’s role as ex-officio 

Foundation Board member.  Bill thanked the Board for its service and noted the 

accomplishment of bringing the Foundation into operation in just one year.  The 

following items were submitted for approval: 

 

1. Set the number of trustees for the 2015 – 2016 year at 11.  Motion: Esther Swanker; 

second:  Barbara Madonna.  Ayes: all; Nays: none; Abstentions: none. 

Bill noted the need for additional trustees from Fulton, Montgomery, and 

Schoharie counties. 

 

2.  Elect officers for the coming year.  The nominating committee proposed the 

following slate:  President, Bill Leitch; Vice President, Bonnie Kerr; Secretary, Jane 

Borrelli; Treasurer, Cheryl Cufari.  The officers were unanimously elected. 

 

3.  Authorize the Treasurer to sign checks and to authorize any duly elected officer 

to sign should the Treasurer be unavailable.  Motion: Marion Grimes; second: 

Esther Swanker.  Ayes: all; Nays: none; Abstentions: none. 

 

4. Appoint a Claims Auditor for the year.  Barbara Madonna has agreed to fill that 

fiscal oversight role.  Motion: Jane Borrelli; second: Cheryl Cufari.  Ayes: all; Nays: 

none; Abstentions: none.   

 

5. Approve NBT Bank as the holder of Foundation funds in the coming year.  

Motion: Barbara Madonna; second: Bonnie Kerr.  Ayes: all; Nays: none; 

Abstentions: none.   



 

6. Approve the Foundation monthly meeting schedule for the year (2nd Friday at 

1:30 p.m.).  Motion: Marion Grimes; second: Cheryl Cufari.  Ayes: all; Nays: none; 

Abstentions: none. 

 

7. Remind Trustees that conflict of interest forms should be filled out and returned to 

Eric Trahan before the July 10 meeting. 

 

8. Motion to adjourn the business meeting.  Motion: Barbara Madonna; second: 

Cheryl Cufari.  Unanimously carried. 

 

Barbara Madonna introduced Rebekkah Smith Aldrich, coordinator for Library 

Sustainability at the Mid-Hudson Library System and owner of Sustainable Libraries LLC.  

A practiced and lively speaker at libraries and conferences, she was named a 2010 

Library Journal Mover and Shaker. Her talk focused on strategies within communities to 

enhance library support. She stated that the generally favorable support libraries 

receive in each community does not reflect a broad knowledge of what libraries 

actually do and provide.   In addition to educating the public about library services 

and programs, she stressed the importance of engaging citizens in each library 

community so that they feel a part of what their library should look like and what it 

should be doing.  Such input is particularly important in New York State because 

citizens, whether library users or not, vote on their library budgets. 

 

Following her presentation, President Bill Leitch thanked Rebekkah and all who 

attended, expressing the hope that more will become involved in the Foundation’s 

activities.  He also gave special thanks to Cheryl Cufari who coordinated the food and 

drink; and to Bonnie Kerr who donated the tablecloths, plates, napkins and service 

ware. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jane Borrelli 


